550 POWER GENERATION AND UTILIZATION

operation in the 1944-47 period. However, the effects of the later postwar program of
construction are apparent in the large growth during the years 1948-58 when the average
rate was about 1,000,000 h.p. per annum. A continuation of this rate of growth is indicated
for some years.

2.—Hydraulic Turbine Horsepower Installed, by Province, as at Dec. 31, Decennially

1900-50 and Annually 1951-58

Nore.—Figures for the years 1900-30 are given in the 1939 Year Book, p. 362; for 1931-39 in the 1946 edition,
p. 362; and for 1940-49 in the 1954 edition, pp. 556-557,
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The availability of large amounts of hydro-electric energy has greatly fostered the
economical utilization of the natural products from land, forest and mine. Low-cost
power is fundamental in meeting the enormous requirements of Canada’s great pulp and
paper and smelting and refining industries. Indeed, Canada’s outstanding industrial
growth in the postwar period has been made in conjunction with accelerated development
of water power resources. From hydro-electric plants ranging in capacity from a few
hundred to more than 1,000,000 h.p., networks of transmission line carry power to most
urban centres and to an increasing number of rural districts. This wide distribution
of power has facilitated the decentralization of industry, enabling manufacturing processes
to be carried on in many of the smaller centres of population. Low-cost domestic electrical
service also contributes in no small measure to the high standard of living in Canada.



